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Welcome! 
 

Thank you for downloading the Atlanta Quest audition packet for the 2024 
season. You have made the first step towards being a member of one of the oldest and 
most established ensembles in WGI.  With the addition of Q2 in 2015, the Atlanta Quest 
organization offers multiple opportunities for you to learn and perform at the highest 
level. We have some of the best instructors in the activity, so please take every chance 
to ask questions and learn as much as you can during your time here. EVERY spot in the 
ensemble is open and available each year to the people who audition. Absolutely no 
spot in the ensemble will be guaranteed to an individual until they have earned it. 

Please attend as many audition days as possible to maximize your experience and 
show growth throughout the audition process. It is expected that you come to the 
auditions prepared to play each scale-based exercise in every major and minor key. We 
will not have time to teach notes throughout the audition weekends or rehearsal 
weekends, so BE PREPARED. The technique that we use is broken down in the following 
pages and each person should be familiar with the terms used to describe certain 
techniques (i.e. perch, rolling intervals, extended octave grip). 

As well as knowing all exercises, every prospective member should prepare a 2-3 
minute solo that displays both the technical AND musical ability of the player. These 
solos, along with a couple exercises, will be played in a short individual audition that 
will help the staff place you in the ensemble that best fits your ability level. Please also 
choose ONE PART in BOTH EXCERPTS to play with the group; acoustic keyboard players 
should choose the part that they can play successfully, not necessarily the instrument 
they prefer to play. If you have any questions at all, feel free to email any of the front 
staff below. We look forward to seeing you at auditions! 

 

Atlanta Quest Front Ensemble Staff 
Claire Kenney, claire.s.kenney@gmail.com 
Kevin Kenney, Kevinkenney88@gmail.com      
TJ Shaheen, Tjshaheen117@gmail.com 
Tyler Roquemore, Roquemorepercussion@gmail.com                                                   
JT Snell,  jtsnelliv@gmail.com      
Willie Burke, willieburke24@gmail.com 
Sebastien Moneyron, smoneyron@gmail.com    
Dudley Merriam, merriamdudley@gmail.com 

Q2 Front Ensemble Staff 
Billie Rodriguez, billiemad99@gmail.com 
Aaron Wood, aaronallenwood00@gmail.com 
Steven Cooler, s.cooler96@gmail.com 
Alex Rochowski, alexrochowski23@gmail.com 
Mackenzie Southern, mzsullivan8530@gmail.com 
Aaron Crowe, at.crowe96@gmail.com 
Henry Lin- Audio, lin.henry.a@gmail.com 
 

Brian McKenzie- Audio,  brianjensenmckenzie@gmail.com 
Roque Winchester-Audio, rdwjr95@gmail.com 
  



 

 
AQ Rhythm Section Audition Information 
     
Bass Guitar:  Being able to produce a good sound with correct intonation is key. Prepare the 
bass part of each exercise and be able to play in different keys and modes. During individual 
auditions, we will ask to hear specific exercises as well as a short 1-3 minute solo or bass 
excerpt from a song of your choice. This solo should display specific skill sets you excel at 
and/or extended techniques. Please bring a bass guitar, amp and chord with you. 
 
Drum Set:  First and foremost, drum set players should be able to play all exercises and styles 
with rhythmic accuracy with a metronome. Candidates should be able to play each exercise as 
written as well as improvise over each exercise in a variety of styles. Atlanta Quest will 
provide one drum set and each auditionee will rotate throughout the audition process. Please 
bring your own sticks and a practice pad to play while you’re not playing with the ensemble. 
 
Piano/Synth: Synth positions at Atlanta Quest are a unique and integral part of the ensemble. 
While some parts will not be as challenging as the other instruments, all musical passages that 
synths play must be in time with perfect note accuracy.  We are looking for accuracy through 
finger dexterity as well as rhythmic precision and a good sense of timing. Please prepare a 
short additional solo/prepared piece that displays your strengths.  Prior mainstage experience 
is helpful but not necessary to audition. All synths and electronics will be provided and each 
auditionee will rotate as often as possible. 
 
Rack/Auxiliary Percussion:  Rack positions are also a unique position at Atlanta Quest. You 
must have great timing and be able to create good characteristic sounds on all instruments 
that are encompassed in the role of auxiliary percussion. Please bring your own concert sticks 
and a practice pad for the audition process. Along with preparing each exercise, please 
prepare the AQ Rack Audition Etude. We will have each instrument setup in the individual 
audition room but feel free to adjust the setup as necessary. Observe all rests accurately and 
be able to transition to and perform on each instrument.  
 
Timpani: The timpani spot will serve as both a bass sound enhancer and a virtuosic 
instrument within the ensemble.  Individuals auditioning for this spot must be comfortable 
moving around a set of 5 drums with varying types of touch and great intonation.  Along with 
playing exercises, please prepare to play rolls at varying dynamics and a short solo during your 
individual audition. We will provide the drums, a stool and a few pair of general mallets, but 
feel free to bring whatever mallets you are comfortable playing with.  



 

Keyboard	Guidelines	
 
 



 

Two-Mallet	Technique	
 
 



 

Four-Mallet	Technique	
 
 



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
”Check your perches” 

-Rufio 
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next key in circle of 5ths
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Drum set and Racks should use good musicianship and set up a 4/4 groove while Bass Guitar and Timpani 

should play off that groove while following the left-hand synth part.
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